
 Eleventh Grade 

 

 

Reading Experiences Summary: 

Students in 11th and 12th grade should experience a balance of literature and informational texts 

in the context of instruction designed to create opportunities for learners to engage with a variety 

of topics and texts, and have discussions about texts that support language development and 

knowledge building. Creating this learning environment for readers can take a variety of formats, 

including shared readings, paired readings, independent readings and other learning activities that 

incorporate literacy materials, talking, and writing. We refer to these instructional events as 

‘reading or literacy experiences’ because the focus is on using texts, printed and visual, to develop 

readers’ concepts of how meaning is conveyed through reading and writing, and in turn their ability 

to make meaning of increasingly complex text. Much of this work is done through talk-reading and 

reading-writing connections. The following are examples of literary and informational text types 

that could be used in classroom instruction. Texts are not limited to these examples. LITERATURE: 

stories, drama, poetry, fiction, myths, graphic novels, and other literary texts. INFORMATIONAL 

TEXT: nonfiction, biographies, autobiographies, books and articles about science, art, history, social 

studies, and information displayed in charts, graphs, or maps, in both print and digital sources. 

Frequently Read Literature: 

Novels: 

Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison 
King Lear by Shakespeare 
Ethan Frome by Edith Wharton 
Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte 
How to Read Literature like a Professor by Thomas Foster 
Benito Cereno by Herman Melville 
 
Short Stories and Poetry: 
 “Hills Like White Elephants” by Ernest Hemingway 
“A Rose for Emily” by William Faulkner 
“Girl” by Jamaica Kincaid 
“The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” by T.S. Elliot 
“The Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopi 

“Bright Star” by John Keats 

“Ozymandias” by Percy Bysshe Shelley 

 
 *It should be noted that this information was taken 
from the Literacy Continuum and may not reflect ALL 
book choices due to teacher choice, standard changes, 
and programmatic needs.  
 


